Where I left my Guru

(Poetic Excerpts)



will you understand our story?

guruji said: not knowing something is not dangerous, knowing something is not dangerous.

only knowing half of something is dangerous because you might fill in the wrong blanks.
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my guru. see also, Guruji.

musical instrument. push air into it with my
left hand. keys of a piano that i play sitting by
Guruji during classes. not a sitar

or harmonica but

16th century singer and composer in Akbar’s
court, famous for Miya ki Malhar. also called
Miya , but his real name was Ramtanu
Pande. he had a Hindu name & a Muslim name.
the first string on a sitar & the one that is
actively played. Kuhu of

name of a forest. translates to a shameful lack
of pitch in hindi.

sacred thread-tying ceremony common in

the Hindustani classical music tradition.

the thread used in the gandabandhan
ceremony. transliterated to english & translated
back to hindi, it means dirty. how could you
understand yet?

in hindi/marathi, service of the wrist. mandated
by gurumauli. consent between family

cannot cannot be revoked.
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type of scale in Hindustani classical music.
Miya ki Malhar, Koyalsong, etc. hard to
translate. isn’t this whole thing hard to translate?
never mentioned directly, but Tavreisa
the most important relationship in any shishya’s
lifee. ~ +  +relationship.

not just any student but a guru’s student. see
also, Kuhu. see also, Ishika.

guru + mother. mom’s guru, not mine.

my guru. see also, Khansab.

ripped from Khansab’s floor. the only thing i
remember about not saying goodbye. will i ever
look up?

color. blood and lines and pillowcases and
uteruses and nostalgia.

the word for death in hindi. see also, Rani’s
castle.

the word for grieving but nobody died.



decorum

pair any decorum poem with other decorum poems by printing them out
on paper as thin as memories and layering these memories upon each other.
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Guruji drinks chai.
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dozens of students sing so loudly that nobody can hear the rain anymore
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! Kya baat hai (exclamation):
“You sound amazing!”
“What happened?”
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Stage
-d. The Gandabandhan was staged. for five years, | haven't shaken the image of

Guilt. buried now six feet below my stage with my harmonium and sitar.
my mom cremated my ganda.

when mom burned the ganda, we were at his studio apartment.
he too had a stage

it had inspired your stage. i faced it. i faced him, and looked down

i looked down at the carpet, and i did not choose my Guru.
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as guruji ties the red ganda on my wrist.

my back hurts from
leaning forward
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guru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru. guru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru. guru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru. guru govind. dono

khade. kiske lagu

guru. guru govin

dono khade. kisle lagu? pav guru. guru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru. guru govind. dono khade. ki

lagu? pav guru. g

govind. dono khs

d. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru. guru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru. guru govi

? pav guru. guru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru. guru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu?

ruru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru. guru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru.

de. kiske lagu? pav guru. guru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru. guru govind. dono kh

kiske lagu? pav g

guru govind. dorj

' W"gbvind. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru. guru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav g

ske lagu? pav guru. guru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru. guru govind. d

khade. kiske lagy

guru. guru govin|

dono khade. kisle lagu? pav guru. guru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru. guru govind. dono khade. ki

lagu? pav guru. g

? pav guru. guru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru. guru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu?

d. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru. guru gevind: dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru. guru govi

ruru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru. guru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru.

pav guru. gurugcxvind dono khade. k

nd. don(ykhade _1§131<£ lagu’7 pav guru
bke lagt‘f} pavgum gur?ié&vind. don

uru. guru gov1r;dj ?io?o khade kiske 1
no khade. kisk;-iélgu? péV guru guru
pav guru. guru govind. dono khade. k|
nd. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru

bke lagu? pav guru. guru govind. don

ske lagu? pav
guru govind.

khade. kiske

buru govind. cfohpﬁ;lﬁiadéékilske lagu? pav guru. guru

hde. ki‘s"k;e“ lagu'? pa\? gurugum govingl. dono khade.

gu? pav guru.
govind. dono
ske lagu? pav
guru govind.

khade. kiske

buru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu?

Pt

Lida

laicka looas 10,

Pav-gutu—ghrt EUVi

|

av guru. guru

dono khade.

govind. dono kha

Ao leaclen 1aaiD oy ooy oany onvzind Jdon o Thods leaclen 1oo009 snasy ooy o ocaand dona 1
GO IOSKCTa gt pPav— gttt gt SO vt a0 aaC IS e gt pav gt guta go vt a0

AUCT KISRCUTag o

TIcl.

kiske lagu? pav guru. guru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru. guru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru. guru govind. dono khade. kiske lagu? pav guru.
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Naivadya. Ishika bring the naivadya
from the god’s room table when you're ready to eat.

a sevekari is coming later today,

she wants to sit in front of Swami’s

picture. she just wants to sit there

when | asked her what naivadya meant | | in front of Swami—she needs a guru, guidance—
she said it was prasad, and | didn’t ask | || think she’s dealing with a lot.

why we don't just call it prasad then.
| am conscious of when the switch happened.

nobody sits on this bhartia baitak. we

just couldn’t store it in the other room

anymore.
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epilogue: do you understand yet?
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my guru, not my mom’s. see also, Guruji.
musical instrument. i push air into it with my
left hand. keys of a piano that i play sitting by
Guruji during classes. not a sitar

or harmonica but .

16th century singer and composer in Akbar’s
court, famous for Miya ki Malhar. also called
Miya , but his real name was Ramtanu
Pande. he had a Hindu name & a Muslim name.
the first string on a sitar & the one that is
actively played. Kuhu of

name of a forest. translates to a shameful lack
of pitch (sur) in hindi.

sacred thread-tying ceremony common in

the Hindustani classical music tradition.

the thread used in the gandabandhan
ceremony. transliterated to english & translated
back to hindi, it means dirty. do you
understand me yet?

in hindi/marathi, service of the wrist. mandated
by gurumauli. consent between family

cannot cannot be revoked.

type of scale in Hindustani classical music.
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Miya ki Malhar, Koyalsong, etc. hard to
translate. isn’t this whole thing hard to translate?
never mentioned directly, but Tavre isa
the most important relationship in any shishya’s
life. ~ +  +relationship.

not just any student but a guru’s student. see
also, Kuhu. see also, Ishika.

guru + mother. mom’s guru, not mine.

my guru, not my mom’s. see also, Khansab.
ripped from Khansab’s skin. the only thing i
remember about not saying goodbye. will i ever
look up?

color. blood and lines and pillowcases and
wombs and nostalgia.

the word for death in hindi. see also, Rani’s
castle.

the word for grieving but nobody died.



